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The Big Tadoo PuPPeT Crew

The Big Tadoo Puppet Crew is a San Francisco-based 
puppet troupe, which creates and performs politically and  

environmentally conscious puppetry. Since 2002, we  
have combined storytelling with elements of poetry and song, 
and have graced the stage with memorable jingles and lessons 

of sustainability and democracy. The shows are accessible  
to youth of all ages and reach multiple generations within the 

same production. Additionally we have toured over 25,000 
miles on bio-fuel across the country performing at county 
fairs, farmers markets, schools, music concerts and festivals. 

“I believe The Big Tadoo Puppet Crew is offering something unique, 
wonderful, exciting and important. I believe not only in WHAT 
they are doing and WHY, but even more in HOW they are doing it. 
Their way of taking important and oftentimes difficult messages, and 
weaving them into fun, creative, collaborative, and interactive op-
portunities with the audience is exactly what we need in this current  
culture of fear and disconnect being perpetuated in our coun-
try and our world. I believe they are an important and exciting 
part of healing, hope, and activation for positive change.”

                                                                   
      —Julia Butterfly Hill

CurrenT rePerToire 

Featured Production

Safe Routes to Schools – A Breath of Fresh Air (2008-Present)
Originally commissioned by the Alameda County Safe Routes to Schools Program, run  
by TRANSFORM (a county wide transportation and land use partnership), this puppet  
assembly follows the adventures of 3 children as they explore different ways to get to school 
for Walk and Bike to School Day. Along the way they encounter lyrical and wise characters 
that teach them valuable lessons about walking and biking, and how to make the journey to 
school a fun, safe and healthy experience. Presenting, Safe Routes To Schools, lessons through 
the medium of puppetry, rhyme, and song makes a lasting impression on audiences. This 
educational performance is designed for Kindergarten - 5th Grade school children. In the spring 
of 2008 we reached 8000 students, and will continue  
with 25 shows in 2009 and beyond.

Contact: bigtadoo@gmail.com  +  www.bigtadoo.org
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Deep Hug Chakra –  

The Goofy Green Guru (2001-Present)  
A little green elf “humanette” (human head with puppet 
body) emerges from inner Earth to share an ancient blessing of 
the four directions, first in his gibberish native tongue (culmi-
nating in a short Beatbox groove) and then translated into a 
rhyming poem. This is followed by a Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Earth, a short group “meditation” where audience members 
imagine a more harmonious world and concludes with a song 
about the positive future of the Earth.

Dr. FeelFine’s Cure-All Circus Sideshow (2005-Present)   
An old fashion snake oil salesman presents his rhyming spiel about a special 
tonic to cure an addiction that society needs healing from. His “Wonder-
Fuel” turns out to be recycled vegetable oil, and the bit ends with a short 
song about several renewable energy options to petroleum oil based trans-
portation, including vegetable oil, bio-diesel, ethanol, and electric vehicles. 
The good doctor introduces the FREAK of the Side-show who turns out to be 
a GMO Corn-Dog, half puppy and half ear of corn. A tap dancing contortionist, a 
tightrope walker, and a strong woman also round out the cast of sideshow performers. 

Granny Green’s Garden Variety Show (2003-Present)
Granny Green introduces the audience to a cast of characters on her puppet farm. Special 
guests include Johnny UniteUs with a song “We’re Farming”, featuring re-worked lyrics to 
Bob Marley’s “We’re Jammin’”. She plants a seed and has the audience help grow it into a 
beautiful hand puppet plant named “Dr. Cornelius”, who sings a ditty about 
bio-fuel. Other characters on the farm are Barbara Bovine, a Mad Cow 
reporter, and “Hempy”, who beatboxes and raps a song extolling the 
virtues of industrial hemp. Karma Miranda, a bicycling puppet who 
sings the praises of bicycle culture, makes a special appear-
ance on her bicycle with a helmet topped with fruit. 

The Political Puppet Party 

(2004-Present)  
The Political Puppet Party is a 
campaign for democracy and 
voter-rights education. The puppets 
of the nation wish to receive fair 
representation, and by letting their 
voices be heard, present their views 
through the formation of a new 
political party. This new organiza-
tion, the Puppet Party, mounted 
their first national, unified cam-
paign to elect a candidate to run 
in the 2008 Presidential election. “If 
there’s got to be a puppet in office, 
it might as well be a real one!”
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PasT ProduCTions

We Interrupt this Newscast (2003)
After the camera operators at SeeBS news refuse to cover the lies coming from the corporate 
sponsored anchorman, a mutiny ensues.  The stagemanager informs the crew that other 
media outlets are simultaneously covering this mutiny at SeeBS as their top story because this 
is “truely breaking news.” The mutineers change the name from SeeBS to NoBS News and run 
it live as soon as possible because of the international media attention. The new newscaster is 
the old camera operator, Granny UniteUs, who goes live on air and presents a soliloquy about 
integrity and telling the truth as a foundation for presenting the News.  Puppet field reporters 
cover the truth in a whimsical and musical format with subjects including Mad Cow Disease/
Food Security, Renewable Fuels/getting off petroleum oil dependency, Reclaiming Democracy 
by getting involved locally, and Global Warming. The show ends with an uplifting statement 
about the power of truth in media.

PasT evenTs 

Tours

Sustainable Living Roadshow – Be the Change (National) 2008
Sustaining Democracy Tour (National) 2004
Sustainable Solutions Caravan (California) 2003

Bands

Michael Franti/Spearhead at the Fillmore Auditorium  
    (San Francisco, CA) 2005, (Denver) 2006
String Cheese Incident @ Red Rocks, (Denver, CO) 2006

Eco-Festivals

Bioneers (Marin County, CA) 2004, 2007
GreenApple Earth Day Festival (San Francisco, CA) 2007-08
GreenFEST (San Francisco, CA) 2002-08
S.F. Earthday (San Francisco, CA) 2002 
SolFEST (Hopland, CA) 2002-07
Julia Butterfly’s WE THE PLANET, (San Francisco, CA) 2003-04

Music Festivals

Carnival (San Francisco, CA) 2001-05
Earthdance (Laytonville, CA) 2003, 2005
Health & Harmony (Santa Rosa, CA) 2002-07
Power to the Peaceful Festival (San Francisco, CA) 2002-08
Reggae on the River (Humboldt County, CA) 2002-05
Vegoose Festival w/Vau de Vire Society (Las Vegas, NV) 2005
Whole Earth Festival (Davis, CA) 2003-07

Other Festivals/Events

Berkeley Bike Rodeo (Berkeley, CA) 2008
Circle of Life Benefit (Berkeley, CA) 2005
Dias de Los Muertos (San Francisco, CA) 2004
ESPN’s X-FEST at the X-Games (Los Angeles, CA) 2005
In the Streets-Street Theatre Festival (San Francisco, CA) 2002-05
Oregon Country Faire (Eugene, OR) 2004-06 
Puppet LOVE Festival (San Francisco, CA) 2002-04
Radical Performance Fest (San Francisco, CA) 2005  
Sea of Dreams New Years Eve (San Francisco, CA) 2005
Spice of Life Festival (Berkeley, CA) 2003-04
The Crucible Fire Arts Festival (Oakland, CA) 2007

The Hemp Show (2002)
The Hemp Show told the history of hemp as an industrial resource and called attention to  
the difference between hemp and marijuana. Through interactive scenes involving historical 
characters and catchy musical jingles which weaved the truth and solution into a whimsical  
entertaining educational experience, the Big Tadoo Puppet Crew was successful in bringing the 
positive attributes of industrial hemp to thousands of festival attendees across California. This 
show was part of a multi-tiered educational campaign to educate the public about this DEA 
initiative to criminalize hemp in food and 
cosmetics and was successful in putting 
public pressure on the 9th District Court of 
Appeals, which eventually stopped the DEA 
case against hemp.
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More PasT evenTs 

C O N T A C T
the Big Tadoo PuPPeT Crew

bigtadoo@gmail.com 
www.bigtadoo.org


